Bi 7004.1
 Pentateuch and Historical Writings 

Class Presentation:  Pick one of the topics listed for the semester and working with a team, come to class prepared to give input on that topic.  Each participant is to hand in a short written summary of your presentation.
[Due date of Scheduled class.]
SHORT WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS:  Choose two

1. 2-3 page Essay: How do you understand the Bible?  What is your response the

various methods of Biblical Criticism?  What do you find most helpful?  


2. (2-3 pages) Write a Story of Origin or a Patriarchal Narrative for your own family or parish.  Include a genealogical chart.
3. Choose one person of importance in these Scriptures and write a summary on that particular Biblical figure.  Include references from Scripture, Literature, and Modern-day media.  How is that figure still to be found in the world today?

4. Biblical Controversy and Human Experience: Choose a controversy that you are aware of through personal or pastoral experience and describe how the material of these Biblical texts may apply. 

One short written assignment is due on each of the following dates:  Sept. 25, Oct.23.
Presentation & Written Assignments

= 25% of Grade

Weekly Quizzes 



= 25% of Grade

Take-Home Mid-Term 


= 25% of Grade [Due October 9.]

Take-Home Final

 

= 25% of Grade [Due November 20.]

Bi 7004.1
 Pentateuch and Historical Writings 

TAKE-HOME MID-TERM 




DUE OCTOBER 9, 2010
Type your answers succinctly but clearly to the following questions. Where it applies, be sure to stay close to the Biblical texts in order to avoid mere speculation.

1. The Figure of Moses: How does Moses relate to the Pentateuch? What are the diverse opinions about his influence on these texts? 

2. Exegetical Method: List the various methods employed in the exegesis of the Scriptures.  Give a short description of each method. Then, choose one method and show how it may be applied to a text taken from the Pentateuch.

3. The Documentary Hypothesis: Using Ska’s explanation of the history of Pentateuchal study, summarize and give an assessment of the Documentary Hypothesis (the theory of the four sources J, E, D and P) in regard to the formation of the Pentateuch. Give an appraisal of its contribution to the question of method in Biblical Interpretation.  What challenges does this history present for your own understanding of the Pentateuch?
4. Central Passages: Identify one passage from each Book of the Pentateuch that you believe is central to an understanding of the text. (Give Chapters and verses.) Explain the reason for you choice of this text and what you believe it contributes of importance to understanding the Biblical Book in question.

5. Geography: Explain how the Geography of the Holy Land has had an influence on the people and texts we are studying. Choose one geographical feature and identify its influence on a text or two from the material of the course.

Bi 7004.1
 Pentateuch and Historical Writings 

FALL 2010 TAKE-HOME FINAL 


DUE NOVEMBER 20, 2010

Part I: Essay

Please Type your answers to the following.

1. Describe the role of Archaeology in the study of the Old Testament, particularly in reference to the Pentateuch and the Deuteronomistic History (Joshua, Judges, I-II Samuel & I-II Kings). Using an outside source, identify one archaeologist in the Biblical lands and one site of archaeological importance.  Be sure to cite your source.

2. Explain the Significance of Genesis 1-11. How does it differ from the rest of Genesis? How is it similar and how is it different from other writings on the origins of Creation by ancient peoples?

3. Trace the Development of the theme of Covenant through the Biblical Accounts from Genesis to II Kings. Include at least three citations where a covenant is describe explicitly.  Identify the parties involved and the terms of the Covenant.

4. Describe the role of the Prophets of Israel in relation to the Kings of Israel and Judah. Give two examples from the Deuteronomistic History (Joshua-II Kings), citing the relevant Scriptures and including an assessment of the prophetic action and the king's response.

5. Give a brief summary (in outline) of the material you covered in your own class presentation.  Identify something that you learned that was new to your understanding of the Bible, and list two or three questions that arose for you as a result of your personal study.

Part II: Short Answer

Define or briefly explain the significance of each of the following in regard to the material of the course.

 1.  JEDP

 2.  Sinai/Horeb

 3.  Joshua 

 4.  David

 5.  Solomon

 6.  Pesach
 7.  Earlier Prophets

 8.  Assyria

 9.  Babylon 

10. The Septuagint

Part III:  Evaluation of the Course.
Please comment on your experience of the course. What did you find most helpful? What did not help? How would you structure the course differently to enhance your understanding of this material? 
